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3 August 2001 



Dear Ms Gadsden 

International (PCT) Patent Application No. PCT7GB00/00908 
In the name of Oxford GlycoSciences (UK) Ltd 

Subject: Proteins and their use for diagnosis and treatment of breast cancer 

I write to report that we have now received the International Preliminary Examination Report for 
the above application. Please find enclosed a copy of the report. 

The Examiner now considers that claims 1 to 12 are both novel and inventive. However, the 
Examiner has raised a number of clarity objections in section viii. Firstly, he considered that an 
essential feature of the invention is that the sample is taken from breast luminal epithelial cells, so 
this should be included in claims 1 to 3. Secondly, the term "protein features", "BF" and "BPI" 
are considered to be vague and unclear. In addition the Examiner objects to the fact that the terms 
BF-1 and BPI-1 refer to the same markers. Thirdly the Examiner considers claims 1 to 3 to be 
unclear as the subject matter is defined in terms of the result to be achieved. In addition, the 
Examiner considers claim 8 to be unclear as we cannot see how this method can be carried out if 
comparisons between normal tissue and cancerous tissue are carried out. These claims can be 
amended to only refer to "BF" or "BPI" as defined in tables 1 to 4. 

The Examiner also raises some clarity objections with reference to claims 6, 7 and 9 as they still 
refer to tables 1 to 4 as opposed to the specific markers. Obviously, this objection can be 
overcome by amending the claims to only cover the specific markers as listed in- current claim 1 . 

Claims 13 to 15 and 18 to 21 are considered by the Examiner to lack novelty as antibodies to 
several of the markers have already been disclosed in the prior art. Similarly, kits containing these 
antibodies have also been disclosed. Claims 22 to 24 are also considered to lack inventive step as 
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the Examiner considers that it is obvious to a person skilled in the art to treat a patient suffering 
from breast cancer with antibodies to breast cancer markers. 

I take this opportunity to remind you that the deadline for entering the national phase is 
12th September 2001. We would appreciate your instructions regarding this matter as soon as 
possible, in particular for those countries requiring a translation to avoid incurring any urgency 
costs. 

If you have any questions then please do not hesitate to contact me. 
Yours sincerely 

Deborah McNab 
For Paul W. Chapman 
Kilburn & Strode 

Encs. 
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To: 

CHAPMAN, Paul W. 
KILBURN & STRODE 
20 Red Lion Street 
London WC1R4PJ 
GRANDE BRETAGNE 



Applicant's or agent 1 s file reference 
PWC/P21647WO 



International application No. 
PCT/GB00/00908 




PCT 



NOTIFICATION OF TRANSMITTAL OF 
THE INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 
EXAMINATION REPORT 

(PCT Rule 71.1) 



r tailing 
{dap<m o h th/year) 



05.06.2001 



IMPORTANT NOTIFICATION 



International filing date (day/month/year) 
13/03/2000 



Priority elate (day/month/year) 
12/03/1999 



Applicant 



OXFORD GLYCOSCIENCES (UK) LTD. et al. 



. The applicant is hereby notified that this International Preliminary Examining Authority transmits herewith the 
international preliminary examination report and its annexes, if any, established on the international application. 



2. A copy of the report and its annexes, if any, is being transmitted to the International Bureau for communication 
to all the elected Offices. 



3. Where required by any of the elected Offices, the International Bureau will prepare an English translation of the 
report (but not of any annexes) and will transmit such translation to those Offices. 



4. REMINDER 

The applicant must enter the national phase before each elected Office by performing certain acts (filing 
translations and paying national fees) within 30 months from the priority date (or later in some Offices) (Article 
39(1)) (see also the reminder sent by the International Bureau with Form PCT/IB/301). 

Where a translation of the international application must be furnished to an elected Office, that translation must 
contain a translation of any annexes to the international preliminary examination report. It is the applicant's 
responsibility to prepare and furnish such translation directly to each elected Office concerned. 



For further details on the applicable time limits and requirements of the elected Offices, see Volume II of the 
PCT Applicant's Guide. 



Name and mailing address of the IPEA/ 



European Patent Office 

D-80298 Munich 
Tel. +49 89 2399 - 0 Tx: 523656 epmu d 

Fax: +49 89 2399 - 4465 



Authorized officer 
Neumann, M 

Tel.+49 89 2399-7351 
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Form PCT/I PEA/41 6 (July 1992) 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 

(PCT Article 36 and Rule 70) 



Applicant's or agent's file reference 
PWC/P21647WO 



International application No. 
PCT/GBOO/00908 



cr\o ei inrui-o See Notification of Transmittal of International 

FOR FURTHER ACTION Preliminary Examination Report (Form PCT/IPEA/416) 



International filing date (day/month/year) 
13/03/2000 



Priority date (day/month/year) 
12/03/1999 



International Patent Classification (IPC) or national classification and IPC 
G01N33/574 



Applicant 

OXFORD GLYCOSCIENCES (UK) LTD. et al. 



1. This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary Examining Authority 
and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 

2. This REPORT consists of a total of 1 1 sheets, including this cover sheet. 

El This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e. sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have 
been amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority 
(see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 

These annexes consist of a total of 4 sheets. 



3. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 
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VI 
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VII 
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VIII 
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citations and explanations suporting such statement 



Date of submission of the demand 
12/10/2000 



Date of completion of this report 
05.06.2001 



Name and mailing address of the international 
preliminary examining authority: 
European Patent Office 

D-80298 Munich 
Tel. +49 89 2399 - 0 Tx: 523656 epmu d 

Fax: +49 89 2399 - 4465 



Authorized officer 
Jacques, P 

Telephone No. +49 89 2399 8934 




Form PCT/I PEA/409 (cover sheet) (January 1994) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 
EXAMINATION REPORT 



International application No. PCT/G BOO/00908 



I. Basis of the report 

1 . With regard to the elements of the international application (Replacement sheets which have been furnished to 
the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" 
and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70. 16 and 70.17)): 
Description, pages: 

1-76 as originally filed 

Claims, No.: 

1 " 24 as received on 18/05/2001 with letter of 17/05/2001 

Sequence listing part of the description, pages: 
1-44, filed with the letter of 24.05.2000 

2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 
language in which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 
55.2 and/or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the 
international preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 
IS furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

E3 furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

H The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in 
the international application as filed has been furnished. 

H The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence 
listing has been furnished. 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 

□ the drawings, sheets: 



Form PC77IPEA/409 (Boxes l-VIN, Sheet 1) (July 1998) 



